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might use force against the sovereign who infringed its provisions. " Act here as in Paris " ran the placards in Brussels and other cities. The capture of the Bastille added fuel to the fire in Belgium; and the nationalist victory was completed by a rising of the men of Udge against the selfish and deadening rule of their Prince Bishop.1
The likeness between the Belgian and French Revolutions is wholly superficial. Despite the effort of Camille Desmoulms to link the two movements in sympathy—witness the title of his newspaper "Les Revolutions de France et deBrabant"—no thinking man could confound the democratic movement in France with the narrowly national and clerical aims of the majority in Brabant and Flanders. True, an attempt was made by a few progressives, under the lead of Francis Vonck, to inculcate the ideas of Voltaire and Rousseau; but the influence of the Roman Church, always paramount in Flanders, availed to crush this effort. Van der Moot and the clericals gained the upper hand, and finally compelled the Vonckists to flee over the southern border.
In the month of July Van der Noot declared in favour of a Belgian Republic under the guarantee and protection of England, Prussia, and Holland. He set on foot overtures to this end which met with a friendly response at Berlin and The Hague.3 The Prussian Court sent General Schliessen to discuss the matter with the British Government; but Pitt and Leeds behaved very guardedly on a question involving a recognition of the Belgian revolt and the end of the Barrier System on which we had long laid so much stress. Their despatch of I4th September to Ewart emphasized the difficulties attending Van der Noot's proposal, even if his statements were correct. At the same time Ministers asserted that the Allies must at all costs prevent the Belgians becoming dependent on France, a noteworthy statement which foreshadows Pitt's later policy of resisting the annexation of those rich provinces to the French Republic or Empire. For the present, he strongly advised Prussia and Holland to await the course of events and do nothing " to threaten the interruption of that tranquillity it is so much their interest, and, I trust, their intention, to preserve," Above all, it would be well to wait for the death of Joseph II, already announced as imminent, seeing
1 "Corresp. of W. A. Miles," u, 142.
" Letter of the Grand Pensionary of 1st August, in Ewtirt's despatch of io(h August ("F. O.," Prussia, 16).
